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On June 24th, the Oakland Black Caucus 

honored the anniversary of Assemblyman 
Dymally’s historic election to the California 
Lieutenant Governorship. I would like to mark 
this occasion by commending the exceptional 
political achievements of Assemblyman Dym-
ally, and by recognizing the broader social and 
historic implications of his extraordinary ca-
reer. 

By remaining committed to public service 
and education throughout his life, Assembly-
man Dymally has contributed enormously not 
only to the State of California, but also to the 
global community. I want to express my deep 
appreciation and respect for Assemblyman 
Dymally and his relentless pursuit of equality 
and social justice for African Americans and 
all people.
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IN HONOR OF U.S. MARINE CORPS 
LANCE CORPORAL RUSSELL 
WHITE 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 25, 2004

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of a brave young Marine who was acci-
dentally killed while performing guard duty at 
Camp Bulldog, Bagram Air Base on Sunday, 
June 20, 2004. United States Marine Corps 
Lance Corporal Russell White was assigned to 
the 3rd Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, based 
in Camp Lejeune, North Carolina and was part 
of a brave unit sent to Afghanistan to track 
down Osama bid Laden. 

Lance Corporal White was a Sussex County 
native, attended Indian River High School in 
Frankford, Delaware, where he played football, 
and enjoyed hunting, skiing and the outdoors. 
He hoped one day to run his father’s home 
building business and make Sussex County 
his permanent home. His family and friends 
describe him as loyal, determined, ambitious 
and fiercely passionate about defending the 
security of our nation. When terrorists struck 
our great nation on that fateful day in 2001, 
Russell White was only in high school, yet felt 
determined to help. He eventually joined the 
Marine Corps where the values he held true 
were exemplified in his brave service in Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. 

Lance Corporal White chose the daily rigors 
of military service because he valued the well-
being of others. And he felt that by working to 
track down the terrorists who were responsible 
for killing so many Americans, he would be 
able to contribute to our nation. That is an ex-
tremely brave attitude for a young man of only 
19 years of age. His friend Matthew Mitchell 
remarked, ‘‘He was proud of himself and we 
were proud of him. He’s braver than any of 
us.’’ What a true statement that is. Lance Cor-
poral White will be missed tremendously by 
his family and friends, who will remember a 
courageous, young man who willingly took on 
the role of a U.S. soldier during a time of war. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my sincere privilege to 
honor the life of a proud Marine and heroic 
representative of the State of Delaware. Lance 
Corporal White deserves our gratitude and re-
spect.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 
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OF FLORIDA 
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Friday, June 25, 2004

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, as a result of 
my participation in CODEL Hoekstra to Iraq, I 
regret that I was not able to vote on the fol-
lowing bills on June 21, 2004 in the House of 
Representatives, due to official business. If I 
had been present to vote, I would have voted 
in the following manner: 

H. Res. 591.—Expressing the gratitude of 
the House of Representatives for the contribu-
tions made by America’s community banks to 
the Nation’s economic well-being and pros-
perity and the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives that a month should be des-
ignated as ‘‘Community Banking Month’’—yes. 

H.R. 4363.—Helping Hands for Homeowner-
ship Act of 2004 (Technical correction to the 
Housing Opportunity Extension Act relating to 
the Habitat for Humanity Program)—yes. 

H. Res. 660.—Congratulating Randy John-
son of the Arizona Diamondbacks on pitching 
a perfect game on May 18, 2004—yes.
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A TRIBUTE TO CHRISTINA 
SUNDSTROM ON THE OCCASION 
OF HER RETIREMENT 

HON. CALVIN M. DOOLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, June 25, 2004

Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate Christina Sundstrom 
at the conclusion of a remarkable career in 
public service in California’s San Joaquin Val-
ley. After many years dedicated to improving 
the Valley’s rural communities, Ms. Sundstrom 
is retiring from her position as Director of Em-
powerment Programs for the USDA Rural De-
velopment office in Visalia, California, the cap-
stone of a distinguished career. 

Ms. Sundstrom began her career in public 
service working for the Army National Training 
Center at Fort Irwin in Barstow, California. 
After several years spent raising a family in 
Los Angeles, Ms. Sundstrom devoted a signifi-
cant portion of her career to helping retirees 
and disabled citizens in the Social Security 
Administration office in Visalia. In this role she 
became intimately familiar with the needs of 
our vibrant, yet economically challenged re-
gion. 

Christina Sundstrom’s tireless dedication to 
serving the Central Valley’s families and her 
efforts to improve the Valley’s communities 
earned her the respect of her peers in state 
and federal agencies and made her a key 
community leader in the region. I was fortu-
nate to have her join my Congressional staff 
after my election in 1990 as my District Direc-
tor. Over the next seven years, Ms. 
Sundstrom excelled as my representative in 
the district and as a skilled liaison between 
state and federal agencies, community groups, 
and constituencies. As my District Director, 
Ms. Sundstrom played a significant role in pro-
viding relief to many Valley agricultural com-
munities following a crop freeze in the early 
1990’s. She played a key role in addressing 
this region’s compelling needs by helping to 

secure key economic development grants and 
coordinating visits by Cabinet officials and by 
the President of the United States in the mid–
1990’s. 

As an extension of her proven commitment 
to the Central Valley’s economic development, 
Ms. Sundstrom later accepted a position as 
Programs Coordinator with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture’s Rural Development Of-
fice in Visalia. In this capacity, she assisted 
many struggling Valley communities in their ef-
forts to obtain grant funding, tax incentives, 
and other forms of assistance necessary to 
combat the Valley’s persistent double-digit un-
employment. Many local leaders have praised 
Ms. Sundstrom as an effective and invaluable 
resource to the region. 

Christina Sundstrom’s retirement this week 
from the Department of Agriculture marks a 
significant loss for the San Joaquin Valley, 
which has come to rely on her as a one of its 
best and brightest advocates for positive 
change. Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the distinguished career 
of Christina Sundstrom and her notable record 
of service to our community on this special oc-
casion.
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HONORING MERLE KILGORE 
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Friday, June 25, 2004

Mr. McCRERY. Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
evening to honor a living legend in the world 
of country music, who also happens to be a 
fellow citizen of the great state of Louisiana. 
From singer to songwriter and manager to 
actor, Merle Kilgore has been involved in 
every conceivable facet of modern show busi-
ness. Throughout his entertainment career, he 
has been unique for the breadth of his enter-
tainment experience and unsurpassed in his 
talent. It is the lifelong achievements of such 
a great man that I wish to honor here tonight. 

Merle Kilgore was born Wyatt Merle Kilgore 
on August 9, 1934 in Chickasha, Oklahoma. 
His family moved to Shreveport, Louisiana be-
fore he began school. He attended Byrd High 
School in Shreveport and later attended col-
lege at Louisiana Tech in Ruston. 

He first became involved with music at the 
young age of 14, carrying the guitar of another 
famous country musician, Hank Williams, Sr., 
at the famous Louisiana Hayride. Just two 
years later, in 1950, he began his show busi-
ness career, performing at the Louisiana Hay-
ride at just 16. 

His first job was as a Disc Jockey at a radio 
station in Ruston, Louisiana and in 1953, he 
even hosted his own television and radio show 
as ‘‘The Tall Texan’’. 

Merle made his songwriting debut when he 
wrote his first number one hit, ‘‘More and 
More,’’ in 1953; he was just 18 years old. The 
song was recorded by Webb Pierce and be-
came a million-seller in 1954. His success as 
a songwriter seemed to be assured by the 
popularity of his first song, but he was far from 
finished. 

Surpassing his own songwriting accomplish-
ments seemed to be another of Merle’s tal-
ents. Not long after writing ‘‘More and More’’, 
Merle wrote the 10 million-seller ‘‘Wolverton 
Mountain’’, which was recorded by Claude 
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